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Zusammenfassung / Abstract

The epidemiological literature discusses two contrary hypotheses that describe life course variations
in the income-to-health relationship: the cumulative advantage and the age as leveller hypothesis. The
present study investigates both hypotheses at a macroeconomic level. It asks whether increases in per
capita income improve population health and whether the improvements differ across population age-
groups. The analysis relies on unbalanced panel data from 20 countries and up to 211 years. It applies
an error correction and common factor framework to investigate the long-run relationships between
income and age-specific survival rates. A significant effect of per capita income on survival rates is
found for middle ages but not for very young and old age-groups. Thus, while the cumulative advan-
tage theory describes the transition from young to middle age-groups, the transition from middle to
old age-groups corresponds to the age as leveller mechanism.
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